
WHO WE ARE
Our Veteran Action Team is a valiant group of people who lead events to build a nation 
that is just, equitable, and free for all of us – not just a chosen few. We are Veterans, 
family members of Veterans, and allies as well as working people rising to stop the 
privatization of Veterans Affairs (VA) and cuts to federal jobs. 

• We will speak up and speak out in defense of the VA system and federal 
workforce. We must not let greed and corruption and entrenched corporate 
interests drive the future of our VA. 

• We always will push back on dishonest, misleading attacks on the VA and 
exaggerated claims about the benefits of for-profit, private sector health care for 
veterans who often require specialized medical support to thrive.

We will rally Veterans and all allies to support and attend Indivisible events in our area. 
Together, we will grow, we will mobilize, and we will defend and save our democracy.

OUR DEMANDS TO BUILD THE SOCIETY WE ALL DESERVE
1. End the corrupt corporate takeover of our government. 

2. Protect and defend government-run VA health care and benefits, as well as Medicaid, 
Social Security, and other safety net programs for Veterans and others. 

3. Advocate for full funding for schools, health care, and housing as basic human rights. 
Invest in people, not wars. 

4. Stop deporting Veterans. 

5. End the violent, illegal, inhumane attacks on all immigrants: Veterans, Black, 
indigenous, and trans people. Stop the arrest of citizens by ICE and CBP. 

6. End the practice of deploying the military into our communities. 

JOIN OUR TEAM

For more information on our mission and to join us, contact Arlene Kirsch, Acting 
Veterans Action Team Leader, at arlene@in-slwm.org. 

VETERANS ACTION TEAM 

Support Veterans  

Save Democracy
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2026 STRATEGIES
• Participate in recruitment campaigns to bring more people - especially Veterans - 

into our movement and take advantage of available training.
• Represent veterans: participate in Indivisible demonstrations and organize and 

coordinate rallies, forums, and discussions that educate more people about our 
movement.

• Conduct standouts with signs at VA medical facilities in Western Massachusetts.
• Campaign for Veterans who are progressive candidates as well as others who 

oppose the privatization of Veterans’ benefits and pledge that they will fight for 
working people against corporate greed and corruption.

• Distribute information such as leaflets, flyers, and fact sheets that speak truth to 
power and highlight local or national injustices. We will provide information on 
national and local initiatives to mobilize and organize veterans and their families.

• When goals overlap, partner with organizations such as Veterans for Peace, 
VoteVets, and other progressive groups that advocate for veterans.

• Collaborate with the Smith School for Social Work on Veterans’ issues.

2026 IMPORTANT EVENTS & PLANNING DATES
 Re-occurring Mondays, 1130-1230 – Weekly standouts at the VA medical center in 

Leeds
 Monthly / Quarterly – Support rallies at Burlington ICE and at Hanscom Field 
 Spring – Signs of Fascism at Westover ARB and partnering with Veterans for Peace with 

leaflet drops in Chicopee during monthly drill weekends
 June – Support Flag Day and the anniversary of D-Day
 July – Support July 4 commemoration and No Kings!
 September – Suicide Prevention Month commemorations & veteran roundtable 

discussion 
 October – Interfaith community seminar / discussion or talk back on moral injury with 

Kate Common (“Undoing Conquest”)
 November – Smith College School of Social Work panel dialogue following “What I Want 

You To Know”
 December – Public service project in support of area food pantries


